
Forging Ahead 

“The London Medieval 

Society is one of the 

best ways to meet  

outstanding scholars in 

medieval studies and 

engage with their  

cutting-edge research 

in a friendly and  

Informal way. Join in 

the discussion” 

- Diane Heath 

The London Medieval 

Society: founded 1945 

 Meets three times 

each year to discuss 

topics put forward by 

members 

 Previous speakers 

have included Rita 

Copeland, Paul 

Strohm, and Mary  

Carruthers 

 Lowest cost possible 

for an all day London 

conference £20/10 p.a. 
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Colloquium to honour 
our new president Alfred Hiatt 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the first London Medieval Society Colloquium of the academic 

year. We are delighted to celebrate the new presidency of Alfred Hiatt, with papers in his honour.   

Programme 
11.00    Welcome 
11.10 – 12   Lawrence Warner, KCL 
'Piers Plowman in the Second Great Age of Forgery'?  
On the career of the first modernizer of Piers Plowman, one William Dupré, whose  
previous claim to fame (or infamy) was as the man who passed off his own translations of  
Brunetto Latini's Tresoro as letters written by Latini to his countryman  
Guido Cavalcanti during a visit to England. 

12.00 – 12.50  Catherine Delano-Smith, QMUL 
Map or Diagram? Presenting the British Isles to Medieval Readers 
The aim in this talk is to explore how the way a map is styled reflects the intended reader-
ship, in the Middle Ages as later. The focus will be on the Gough map of Britain at the  
visually complex end of the spectrum and on the schematically-styled exegetical maps at 
the other end, but other examples will also be introduced.  

12.50 –  13.50 Lunch 

13.50 –  14.40 Leonie Hicks, CCCU 
Medieval Journeying 
Some themes on medieval routes, spaces, and scholarship with Norman examples. 

14.40 – 15.30  Marianne O'Doherty, Southampton 
'Fake Pasts and Future Fantasies: Mapping the Ends of Empire (Again) in Late-
Fourteenth-Century Versions of The Book of Sir John Mandeville  
Alfred published an article many years ago called 'Mapping the Ends of Empire'.  
This paper owes something to that article, it is not about forging per se but it does  
talk about faking history and its uses and the early gestation of mapping.  

15.30 – 16.00 Tea 

16.00 –  16.50 Yossi Rapoport 
The Mountain of the Moon, The White Sand Dune, and the Crocodile Lake:  
Sources of the Nile in medieval Islamic maps  
A paper on medieval Islamic cartography with reference to the Book of Curiosities. 
16.50 –  17.15 Roundtable Discussion 
17.15 –  17.55 Wine Reception— join us and raise a glass to Alfred   
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